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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claiins replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

1 . (currently amended) A speech input guidance method for a speech Input 
guidance device comprising: 

detecting a device operation by a user; 

searching for a speech input executing command corresponding to the 
device operation from a speech input guidance data accumulating unit; 

d e t e ct i ng whether an aud i o or i mago output of an op e rat e d d o vloo i s 
occumng; and 

providing the user with the searched speech Input guidance if i t would not 
i ntorforo with an aud i o or i mago output of an oporatod dov l oo, but not prov i d i ng the usor 
with th o s oa rch o d sp ee ch input gu i danc e I f it wou l d i nterfere w i th an audio or imag e 
output of an oporatod dov i co.; 

detecting a speech input for a device operation: 
recording the number of the speech inputs categorized bv the device 
operation: and 

stopping the speech input guidance when said number of speech Inputs 
exceeds a predetermined number. 

2. (previously presented) A speech input guidance device comprising: 

a device operation detecting unit for detecting a device operation by a 

user; 

a speech Input guidance data accumulating unit for recording speech input 
guidance data for guiding the user to a command to be executed by means of speech 
for device operations categorized by device operation type; 

a data searching unit for searching for, and providing speech input 
guidance data corresponding to, the device operation detected by said device operation 
detecting unit from said speech input guidance data accumulating unit; 

a speech input guidance output unit for providing the user with data 
searched by said data searching unit; 
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a speech input guidance controlling unit for providing wliether or not 
speech input guidance is to be conducted, wherein the speech input guidance is 
stopped when the speech input guidance controlling unit provides an output for stopping 
the speech input guidance; 

a speech input execution detecting unit for detecting a speech input for a 
device operation; and 

a data recording unit for recording the number of the speech inputs 
categorized by the device operation type based on signals detected by the speech input 
execution detecting unit into the speech input guidance data accumulating unit, 

wherein said speech input guidance controlling unit uses said data 
searching unit to search for and receive a count of speech inputs corresponding to a 
device operation, and stops the speech input guidance when said count of speech 
inputs exceeds a predetermined number. 

3. (original) The speech input guidance device according to claim 2 wherein 
said speech input guidance output unit is provided with at least one of a guidance 
speech output unit for guiding by speech, and a guidance screen display output unit for 
showing guidance on a screen. 

4. (original) The speech input guidance device according to claim 2 wherein 
said device operation detecting unit detects at least one of a switch operation, a rotary 
encoder operation, a touch panel operation, and a cursor operation. 

5. (cun-entiy amended) A speech input guidance device comprising: 

a device operation detecting unit for detecting a device operation by a 

user; 

a speech input guidance data accumulating unit for recording speech input 
guidance data for guiding the user to a command to be executed by means of speech 
for device operations categorized by device operation type; 

a data searching unit for searching for speech Input guidance data 
con-esponding to the device operation detected by said device operation detecting unit 
from said speech input guidance data accumulating unit; 

a speech input guidance output unit for providing the user with data 
searched by said data searching unit; 
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a detecting unit for detecting wliether an audio or image output of an 
operated device Is occurring;-ai^ 

a speech input guidance controlling unit for providing wiiether or not 
speech input guidance is to be conducted, wherein the speech input guidance is not 
conducted when the speech input guidance controlling unit provides an output for 
preventing the speech input guidance if the speech input guidance would Interfere with 
the detected audio or image output of an operated devicev; 

a speech input execution detectina unit for detecting a speech Input for a 
device operation: and 

a data recording unit for recording the number of the speech Inputs 
categorized by the device operation tvoe based on signals detected by the speech input 
execution detecting unit. 

wherein said speech Input guidance controlling unit stops the speech Input 
guidance when said count of speech inputs exceeds a predetermined number. 

6. (cancelied) 

7. (previously presented) The speech input guidance device according to 
claim 5 wherein said speech input guidance controlling unit prevents the speech Input 
guidance when the operation of a radio is detected. 

8. (previously presented) The speech input guidance device according to 
claim 5 wherein said speech input guidance controlling unit prevents the speech input 
guidance when the operation of route guidance by speech of a navigation device is 
detected. 

9. (previously presented) The speech Input guidance device according to 
claim 5 wherein at least one of guidance with a screen and a confirmation sound for 
indicating that a speech input is available is provided when the speech Input guidance is 

prevented. 

1 0. (previously presented) The speech input guidance device according to 
claim 5 wherein when route guidance for a navigation device is shown on a guidance 
display screen, said speech input guidance controlling unit prevents speech input 
guidance on the same screen. 
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1 1 . (original) The speech input guidance device according to claim 5 further 
comprising a data recording unit for recording counts of the outputs categorized by the 
device operation type from said speech input guidance output unit into the speech input 
guidance data accumuiating unit, wherein said speech input guidance controlling unit 
uses the data searching unit to search for/receive a count of outputs conresponding to a 
device operation, and stops the speech input guidance vrfien said count of outputs 
exceeds a predetermined number. 

12. (original) The speech input guidance device according to claim 10 
wherein a count of guidance speech outputs and a count of a guidance screen display 
outputs are recorded separately into said data recording unit, the speech input guidance 
controliing unit stops guidance entirely when either one of the counts exceeds a 
predetermined number, stops only the guidance speech output when the count of 
guidance speech outputs exceeds a predetermined number, or stops only the guidance 
screen display output when the count of guidance screen display outputs exceeds a 
predetermined number. 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (currently amended) A speech input guidance device comprising: 

a speech input guidance data accumulating unit for recording speech input 
executing commands categorized by operation object; 

a speech input guidance output request detecting unit for detecting a 
speech input guidance output request from a user; 

a data searching unit for searching for and providing data in said speech 
input guidance data accumulating unit according to an output from said speech input 
guidance output request detecting unit; and 

a speech input guidance output unit for providing speech input executing 
commands searched by said data searching unit as one of by a display screen and by 
speech; 

a speech input guidance contrpllinq unit for providing whether or not 
speech input guidance is t o be conducted: 

a speech input execution detecting unit for detecting a speech input for a 
device operation: and 
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a data recording unit for recording the number of the speech inputs 
categorized bv the device operation based on signals detected by the speech input 
execution detecting unit; 

wherein said speech input guidance data accumulating unit records 
speech input executing commands for indicating an operation object and commands for 
a speech input for indicating the content of an operation applied to the operation object, 
and when said speech input guidance output request detecting unit detects that a user 
enters only one of said speech input executing command for indicating an operation 
object and said speech input executing command for indicating an operation content, 
said data searching unit searches for and provides a speech input executing command 
for indicating an operation object corresponding to an operation content entered by the 
user when only an operation content is entered by the user without indicating an 
operation object, and provides a speech input executing command for indicating an 
operation content corresponding to an operation object entered by the user when only 
an operation object is entered by the user without indicating an operation content T: and 

wherein said speech input guidance controlling unit stops the speech Inp ut 
guidance when said count of speech inputs exceeds a predetemiined number. 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (original) The speech input guidance device according to claim 14 
wherein said speech input guidance data accumulating unit records speech input 
executing commands for paraphrasing the Individual speech input executing 
commands, and said speech Input guidance output unit provides paraphrasing speech 
input executing commands corresponding to an entered speech input executing 
command. 

1 7. (cancelled) 

18. (currently amended) A speech input guidance device comprising: 

a speech input guidance data accumulating unit for recording speech input 
executing commands categorized by operation object; 

a speech Input guidance output request detecting unit for detecting a 
speech Input guidance output request from a user; 
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a data searching unit for searching for and providing data in said speech 
input guidance data accumulating unit according to an output from said speech input 
guidance output request detecting unit;-af)4 

a speech input guidance output unit for providing speech input executing 
commands searched by said data searching unit as one of by a display screen and by 
speech; 

a speech input guidance controliinq unit for providing whether or not 
speech input guidance is to be conducted: 

a speech input execution detecting unit for detecting a speech Input for a 
device operation: and 

a data recording unit for recording the number of the speech inputs 
categorized bv the device operation based on signals detected by the speech input 
execution detecting unit; 

wherein said speech input guidance data accumulating unit records 
counts of outputs from said speech input guidance output unit for the Individual speech 
input executing commands, and if said count for a speech input executing command Is 
more than a predetermined number, the speech input guidance output unit provides a 
guidance output of that command in a form different from that of the other commands; 
and 

wherein said speech input guidance controliinq unit stops the speech Input 
guidance when said count of speech Inputs exceeds a predetermined number. 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (original) The speech input guidance device according to claim 1 4 further 
comprising: 

a speech input executing command indicating means for specifying one of 
the speech input executing commands provided on the screen from said speech input 
guidance output unit; and 

a device operation means for conducting an operation specified by said 
speech input executing command Indicating means. 
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